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TO:

The Curriculum Committee, College of the Arts and Sciences

FROM:
Clarissa Hayward, Political Theory Field Coordinator



Contact after July 1, 2007:  Eric MacGilvray

RE:

Proposed Changes to the Curriculum in Political Theory

DATE:

May 15, 2007

The Political Theory faculty met last month to evaluate our course offerings in political theory.  Present were Clarissa Hayward, Eric MacGilvray, Michael Neblo, and Sonja Amadae.

The field of Political Theory at Ohio State has developed at an impressive rate in recent years.  Eight years ago, our department had only one theory faculty member (John Champlin, now Emeritus) and no independent theory field.  Since then, we have built our faculty group to four and established Political Theory as an independent field of graduate and undergraduate study in the Department of Political Science.

At their meeting, the theory faculty discussed how best to organize OSU’s political theory curriculum to meet the needs of our students.  

We propose three sets of changes.

1. 
Political Science 210, “Introduction to Political Theory: Topics” and 


Political Science 211, “Introduction to Political Theory: Approaches.”
First, we would like two offer two, rather than one, undergraduate introductory courses.  To Political Science 210, which is currently titled “Introduction to Political Theory,” we would like to add the subtitle “Topics.”  We propose to create a second introductory level course, Political Science 211, “Introduction to Political Theory: Approaches.”  Neither 210 nor 211 would be a prerequisite for the other.  Each would be significantly different from the other and each would offer a different approach to learning about political theory. 

Attached please find sample syllabi for Political Science 210 and Political Science 211.

2. 
Political Science 470 and 670, “Ancient and Medieval Political Thought”;

Political Science 471 and 671, “Early Modern Political Thought”;

Political Science 472 and 672, “Modern Political Thought”;

Political Science 473 and 673, “Topics in Contemporary Political Theory.”

The current structure of history of thought sequence (PS 670-673) was devised to accommodate a nontrivial constraint: the fact that a single faculty member (Champlin) was responsible for all graduate and undergraduate theory teaching.  It has a significant disadvantage.  It discourages undergraduate students from studying the history of political thought, because they are often intimidated by the 600-level course numbers.  An additional problem is that it is difficult for the instructor to design a single syllabus that is challenging enough for graduate students but not too challenging for undergrads.
Because we think it is important for undergraduates to feel welcomed and encouraged to study the history of political thought, we propose to add four new courses to the curriculum: Political Science 470, “Ancient and Medieval Political Thought,” Political Science 471, “Early Modern Political Thought,” Political Science 472, “Modern Political Thought,” and Political Science 473, “Topics in Contemporary Political Theory.”  Each will offer readings and assignments that are appropriate for undergraduates, as opposed to graduate students.  Sample syllabi are attached.  

In addition, we propose to change the titles of Political Science 670, 671, and 672, in order to more accurately and precisely reflect the material they cover.  (We have found that students are often confused by the current titles.)

And we propose to change the title of Political Science 673, since, now that we are well into the twenty-first century, it does not make sense to end our historical sequence with the end of the twentieth. 

Attached please find sample syllabi for each of these courses.

3. 
Political Science 570, “Political Theories of Freedom”
Finally we propose to create a new course, Political Science 570, “Political Theories of Freedom,” which will complement our other 500-level theory offerings: Political Science 571, “Political Theories of Democracy,” Political Science 572, “Political Theories of Justice,” and Political Science 573, “American Political Thought.”

Please find attached a sample syllabus for Political Science 570, “Political Theories of Freedom.”

